September 15 Public Meeting Summary
New Riverfront Park

Description:  The first public meeting was held at the new Discovery Elementary School gym, 500 Discovery Path Lane at the northwest edge of the park site from 6-8 pm on September 15, 2011.   Attached are:  

· the press release, which the city widely distributed and posted on line, along with the three site images that the consultant developed and a questionnaire to solicit comments; 
· an agenda; 
· and sign-up sheets from the meeting.  Twenty people signed in; the parks department director and assistant director/PM, among other city staff, participated; John McCarthy, Dave Gnaegy, and Chris Brandriet participated for Jacobs. 

Presentations:  Maralee Britton gave the opening remarks, thanking those who came for their participation and describing the purpose of the session to assist in creating a master plan for the 110-acre riverfront site.

John McCarthy reviewed the purpose and content of the session.  He addressed the project schedule, noting and describing the three opportunities for the public to participate and then he discussed each of the three project graphics and reviewed each of the items on the Possible St. Charles Park Uses List, which largely reflects uses contained in the city’s comprehensive park plan.

John described the Area Context image, noting the park site’s relationship to the Missouri River, to the Katy and Boschert Trails, to I-370 and I-70, to downtown St. Charles, to New Town, to St. Louis County, and to St. Charles City parks, notably Blanchette and Frontier.  John described the Existing Conditions image, highlighting the surrounding land uses (including Midwest Recyclers, which is well-screened), surrounding streets, elevations, utilities, and the on-site creek (which drains north and then east to the Missouri River).  John described the Opportunities and Constraints image, discussing possible access points; potential reuse of part of the existing street network from the former mobile home park developments, which is in good condition; the FEMA floodway/floodway fringe boundaries; Boeing’s development restrictions; an out-parcel; the Discovery Elementary School; existing tree cover; and the tree buffer at the north edge of the Midwest Recyclers property, which might lend itself to a Katy Trail linkage.      

Break-Out Sessions:  Following his presentation, those in attendance divided into three groups with a Jacobs facilitator for each group and discussed their thoughts/philosophy on how the park should be developed, what uses should be included, and what site relationships are of interest for various uses.   Attached are:
· Each group’s suggestions for park uses
· Mountain Bike Park Possibilities handout brought to the meeting by a participant
· Figure 1—Area Context
· Figure 2—Exisitng Conditions (each group had a 30x40-inch copy)
· Figure 3—Opportunities and Constraints (each group had a 30x40-inch copy to mark up)

The following text describes the comments from each group as expressed on their 30x40-inch mark-up and in their summary wrap-up comments.  

Group 1 Summary Discussion Points:  
· St. Charles County Parks are almost exclusively passive parks, so this park should have more active uses
· The park needs to have uses that appeal to older adults as well as youth, such as tennis, horseshoes, handball, and a swimming pool, which others noted would be a problem to develop it the high-water-table site because of hydrostatic pressure, is only used three months a year, is costly to build and maintain, other nearby facilities such as Blanchette and New Town are available, and other sites such as Fox Hill might be more suitable; these facilities might be concentrated at the St. Croix entrance area
· This park should have an economic impact to draw people, such as tournament facilities
· This park should accommodate a range of trails including trails for bicycling, mountain bike, BMX, pump track, etc. because they are relatively inexpensive to build (a local volunteer group will build them at no cost to the parks department) and they can be fit among the existing trees perhaps in the northeast corner of the park
· The park should accommodate the St. Louis Audubon Society bird watching
· The park should include a small area for overnight tent campers who come to use the Katy Trail, perhaps at the southeast corner of the park
· This park is not big enough for a golf course unless you buy more real estate
· Perhaps the park might accommodate a golf driving range, which could generate some income
· Parking, maintenance, and restrooms will be needed. 
· Community gardens for vegetable and for flowers and native plantings should be included, perhaps at the northwest corner of the park 
· A seven-foot-high fence should surround the gardens to keep the deer out
· FEMA buy-out restrictions will limit what can be built in the park

Group 2 Summary Discussion Points:  
· The west half of the park can serve as the “living room” and the east half as the “recreation room”
· The park needs to accommodate multi-use spaces for multiple different activities
· The linkage to the Katy Trail is important and may be accommodated on the south side of Midwest Recyclers
· Homeless people may come to the park site especially from the North River Road
· Consider a zip line as part of an outdoor adventure area and revenue generating activities
· Include all types of trails
· Provide a pond
· Include a bandstand for concerts
· Provide an outdoor classroom experience linked to the elementary school
· Include an art wall for graffiti
· Include splash ponds for kids
· Accommodate tent camping
· Provide community gardens and fairgrounds, plus a farmers market

Group 3 Summary Discussion Points:
· Segregate the park into three categories with noisy uses in the western third, quiet uses in the middle, and quieter uses in the east third
· Develop access to/from all four corners of the park, providing parking at each of these four-corner entries, including Katy Trail connections at both the northeast and southeast corners of the park
· Build a sidewalk along the west side of MO94 
· Include a stocked pond with paddleboats in the northwest corner of the park and neck it down at one point to provide a bridge over the pond for photo ops
· Provide a putting green and other golf practice facilities near the pond, along with a wedding pavilion and nearby rental concessions to generate revenue
· Incorporate nature trails, Frisbee golf, and possibly dirt jumps for a mountain bike dirt trail in the middle section of the park along with potentially an open play area
· Entertain a wildlife corridor and habitat on Boeing’s property along the south side of the park
· Preserve trees and provide hiking, tent camping, and possibly a wedding pavilion on the east third of the park
· Enough group sports activities are already provided in St. Charles parks and are not needed here
· Incorporate some single-person activity ideas 
· Security for park users is a concern in this park, so the park needs to draw enough users to prevent crime
· Many of the uses are compatible and can utilize the same space, such as the hiking paths and bike trails 

Wrap-Up:  A concluding wrap-up session was held with all three groups so that everyone could hear what everyone had to say.  The city and the consultant thanked those who came for participating.  Maralee noted in her concluding comments that the parks department is continuing to dialog with the Great Rivers Greenway District (GRG), and while no agreements have been reached, the city has been trying to get GRG to extend a leg from the Boschert Trail towards the Discovery Elementary School, which could tie in directly with the new riverfront park site.
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